Female religious and narratives of the
French Revolution:
Identity, memory, and history

14-15 September 2021

Image: 'Decret de I'Assemblée national qui supprime les ordres religieux et religieuses : le mardi
16 février 1790. Allez vous en Ste Famille dit I'envoyé du paradis'. Credit: https://gallica.bnf.fr/


https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en/search?p=1&ps=12&involvedMaker=David+van+der+Kellen+(1827-1895)&st=Objects
https://gallica.bnf.fr/

Workshop outline

To help frame papers and focus questions for contributors we are
asking that the following points be kept in mind:

What are the major historiographical challenges that the French Revolution
poses for historians of female religious communities?

- What historiographical traditions mark our work? How can it differ from what is
done in other countries? Do we have ideas on how to move beyond these national
historiographical silos?

. How have approaches to the study of female religious been shaped by national
historiographical traditions and how are these now changing?

. How does the Early Modern/Modern chronological divide affect the way in which
we tell the story of female religious during and after the French Revolution?

. To what extent does the history of female religious during the revolutionary and
post-revolutionary periods rest upon the construction of narratives around
rupture, continuity, and rebirth?

« How do we understand the French Revolution and its aftermath in relation to the
history of female religious?

Due to the nature and focus of the event, we are kindly asking those presenting to
adhere to the fifteen minutes allocated to each paper.
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Below we have included details of the recently launched Durham University IMEMS
Press ‘Catholicisms ¢.1450-¢.1800’ series, which it is planned the resulting
volume will be published in.
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ABOUT THE SERIES

Catholicisms, c.1450-c.1800 is an interdisciplinary series that focuses on Catholicism as it grew to
become a global movement. Recognizing that the early modern Catholic Church was a supranational
institution, the series is not limited to one particular country or geographical area but includes work on
any location where there was activity relating to Catholicism, from its old heartlands in Europe to ‘new’
grounds of activity in both north and south America, Asia, and Africa.

The timeframe is broad, covering what might be described as a period from revolution to revolution.

The late fifteenth century saw the invention of the printing press and the stirring of reform movements
within the Church, while the French Revolution and the height of the Enlightenment saw the experience
of Catholicism change rapidly afterwards. Cognizant of the scholarly work that is being carried out across
various subject areas, the series brings together work from a range of disciplines in one place, covering
subjects such as history, theology, literary studies, music, art history, material and visual culture, political
theory, and gender studies.

Monographs and coherent essay collections which explore the diverse ways in which Catholicism
developed across the globe during the early modern period are welcome.

PROSPECTIVE AUTHORS & EDITORS

Prospective authors and editors are encouraged to contact the series editors.

Formal proposals and general enquiries should be sent to imems.press@durham.ac.uk.

SERIES EDITORS

James E. Kelly Ulrich L. Lehner Susannah Brietz Monta
Sweeting Associate Professor (Research) William K. Warren Professor Associate Professor in
in the History of Catholicism in the History of Christianity Renaissance & Reformation Literature
Durham University University of Notre Dame University of Notre Dame
james.kelly3@durham.ac.uk ulehnerl@nd.edu Susannah.b.monta.1@nd.edu

SERIES ADVISORY BOARD

Simon Ditchfield (University of York, UK), Alison Forrestal (NUI Galway, Ireland), Christopher M. S.
Johns (Vanderbilt University, USA), John McCafterty (University College Dublin, Ireland), Noel O’'Regan
(University of Edinburgh, UK), Erin Rowe (Johns Hopkins University, USA), Stefania Tutino (UCLA,
USA), Thomas Wallnig (University of Vienna, Austria)
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