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Between Good Friday, April 10, and May 10, the Congregation of the Sisters of St.
Felix of Cantalice, or Felician Sisters, in Livonia, Michigan, lost 12 sisters to COVID-19
, the illness caused by the novel coronavirus, and has since lost one more to
complications from COVID-19. Here, the Felician sisters remember their sisters.
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Sr. Mary Luiza Wawrzyniak

Sr. Rose Mary Wolak

Sr. Mary Janice (Margaret) Zolkowski

All of the obituaries and photos are courtesy of the Felician Sisters.
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1956. She had a passion for music, with a gift for playing the piano and virtually any
song by ear. She served as organist at St. Mary Church and at St. Francis Church in
Flint.

While taking courses at a community college in Flint, she began student teaching at
St. Francis of Assisi School north of Flint, which was staffed by the Felician Sisters,
including Sr. Mary Alfonsa Van Overberghe, which led to her calling as a Felician
Sister.

She entered the congregation in 1960 and professed final vows in 1968. She earned
a Bachelor of Arts degree from Madonna University in Livonia in 1967 and a Master
of Arts degree in special education from Eastern Michigan University in 1974. Her
calling to this field evolved from a family situation in which two siblings were
mentally challenged.

During 33 years of ministry in education, she taught in elementary schools in
Detroit, Flint, Grand Rapids, Jackson and Orchard Lake, Michigan, and served 16
years as principal in St. Jude School in Grand Rapids, St. Valentine School in Redford,
St. Damian School in Westland and St. Florian School in Hamtramck. She also taught
in and later served as administrator of the St. Joseph Day Care Center in Jackson,
Michigan.

At St. Joseph Convent in Jackson, she served as administrative assistant to the local
minister, local vicar and organist prior to moving to Presentation of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Convent in Livonia, where she served as local vicar and organist for Holy
Family Chapel.
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education that spanned 36 years. For the first 13 years, Sister mainly taught primary
grades at schools in Wyandotte, Kawkawlin and Detroit, and for the next 23 years
was assigned as principal of schools in Garden City, Jackson, Bay City and Clinton
Township. As principal, Sister was involved in many extracurricular activities:
Eucharistic Minister, parish council, teaching in the RCIA program, conducting Share-
the Word discussion groups and participating in weekend renewals. Attendance at
basketball and soccer games, school dances and parish raffles were also an
important part of her life as principal.

Throughout her ministry in education and pastoral ministry, Sister Alice Ann served
as local ministry for 14 years. She served in provincial administration as third
councilor and director of education from 2000-2006. She retired to St. Joseph
Convent, Livonia, in 2008, serving as a dining room assistant and in prayer ministry.
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In her later years she taught Spanish and English as a Second Language at South
Bend, Indiana, and continued with Hispanic ministry in Pontiac and Clinton Township,
teaching English skills to Hispanic immigrants after returning to the convent in
Livonia in 2007. She assisted with household duties until being assigned to St.
Joseph Convent.
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After her presidency, she implemented a cooperative education program at
Madonna, and from 1977-1991 she served as director of several departments,
including Director of Co-op Education and Director of Computer Information
Services.



Sister Danatha was elected to the Provincial Council (1988-1994) as Vicar in charge
of Formation and Spiritual Life. She was involved in obtaining grants and funds to
make the east end of the provincialate accessible to the elderly sisters by installing
an elevator and remodeling the large dormitories into more modern bedrooms. She
also worked closely with Bishop Walter Schoenherr to develop the Clergy Center for
retired senior priests of the Archdiocese of Detroit.

Sister returned to Madonna in 1994 and worked diligently as Director of
Advancement Research and later as Director of Planned Giving. Recognizing all
these accomplishments and her tireless work for Madonna, the gathering space in
the New Franciscan Building was christened: The Sister Danatha Gathering Space.

Sister Danatha was permanently assigned to Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Convent, St. Joseph Hall, in 2010, where, despite her failing eyesight, Sister was
creative and dedicated to daily prayer.
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an advocate for other Sisters' needs and provided vigil ministry for Sisters who were
approaching death.
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She began teaching elementary school in Livonia and moved to teaching high school
at five different schools in Detroit, also being responsible for several yearbooks
during 19 years at Marywood High School in Livonia.

Sister Rose Mary was assigned to the Felician Generalate in Rome twice, from 1989
to 1993 and 1999 to 2003 for a total of eight years and worked as secretary in the
English section of the Vatican Secretariat of State.

From 1994 -1999 Sister was assigned to Madonna University as assistant to the
registrar and as archives assistant. Following the completion of her teaching ministry
in 2006, Sister assisted in the patient development office in the central convent, was
clerical assistant to the local communicator, and was an aide to the finance office
until she retired.

Back to top

ski, 86, a member of the Felician
esday, April 22, in Livonia, Michigan. She
D51, taking final vows in 1959.

y, Sister Janice earned a master's degree from
ursued postgraduate studies at Marquette

an. In 2007, Sister was granted an honorary
iversity. Later workshops in archival training
op prepared Sister Janice for further

dary grades at several schools in Detroit, as
tramck. She also taught English and

e and Livonia as well as at Madonna

s admissions, public relations and continuing

ite a book: Felician Sisters of Livonia,

ring this time Sister Janice also served as

nt of St. Mary's College, Orchard Lake from
1978 to 1982. The lengthy book of 586 pages embraced over four years of intensive
research and was completed in 1984.



After returning to the Provincial Convent in 1979, while completing the Province
history, Sister Mary Janice was elected as second councilor and provincial secretary,
a position she held for two terms (1982-1994). During this time Sister also served as
chairperson of the Government Committee.

Active in the Polish American Historical Association (PAHA), she contributed to the
establishment of the Polish-American Encyclopedia with an article on the Felician
Sisters in America. Founded in 1942, PACA is a national American society to promote
study and research in the history and social background of Americans of Polish
descent. She also published articles in the Catholic Educator, the Livonia Observer
and in a special Oct. 22, 1993 edition of the Polish publication Wyanie Specjalne,
sharing her impressions of Pope John Paul II's first 15 years.

Sister Mary Janice was elected Secretary General and fourth General Councilor of the
Generalate in Rome from 1994-2006, coordinating the provincial archivists and
secretaries, then returned to Livonia and was involved in writing the histories of the
Michigan Felicians and Madonna University until 2017. She also served on the
boards of Madonna University and St. Mary Hospital. In 2017 she was permanently
assigned to St. Joseph Convent.
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