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People look at a sculpture of Robert Schuman, France's former foreign minister, at a
park in Bucharest, Romania, in this May 9, 2006, file photo. Pope Francis has
advanced the sainthood cause of Schuman, who helped lay the groundwork for the
European Union. (CNS/Reuters/Bogdan Cristel)
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Pope Francis recognized the martyrdom of 10 nuns who were brutally murdered by
Soviet soldiers in Poland at the end of World War II and declared venerable Robert
Schuman, who is considered one of the founding fathers of European unity.

The pope signed the decrees during a meeting June 19 with Cardinal Marcello
Semeraro, prefect of the Congregation for Saints' Causes.

Recognizing the martyrdom of the 10 religious women, members of the Sisters of St.
Elizabeth, clears the way for their beatification. Nine of the 10 were born in Poland.

According to Vatican News, Sr. Paschalina Jahn and the other sisters were killed
between February and March in 1945 at different locations where they were
assisting the sick and the elderly. Most of the sisters were raped before they were
shot.

Poland's Institute of National Remembrance — an organization dedicated to
investigating war crimes committed between 1917 until 1990 — announced in March
the discovery of the remains of three more nuns murdered by Red Army soldiers.

While the sisters' cause moves toward beatification, the cause of Schuman is still in
its early stages with the recognition that he heroically lived the Christian virtues. A
Christian Democrat politician who twice served as prime minister of France, he
promoted the post-World War II policies that led to the formation of the Council of
Europe and eventually the European Union. He was born in 1886 and died in 1963.

The other decrees approved by Pope Francis recognized:

A miracle attributed to German Jesuit Fr. Johann Philipp Jeningen, a missionary
known for drawing faithful to the Shrine of Our Lady of Schönenberg in the
southern German town of Ellwangen. He was born in 1642 and died in 1704.
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The heroic virtues of Italian Fr. Severino Fabriani, founder of the Daughters of
Providence for the Deaf and Dumb. He was born in 1792 and died in 1849.
The heroic virtues of Polish Sr. Angela Rosa Godecka, founder of the Little
Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. She was born in 1861 and died in
1937.
The heroic virtues of Italian Sr. Orsola Donati, member of the Congregation of
the Little Sisters of Our Lady of Sorrows. She was born in 1849 and died in
1935.
The heroic virtues of Spanish Sr. María Aurelia Iglesias Fidalgo, also known by
her religious name, Sr. María Estrella de Jesús, a member of the Religious of
Mary Immaculate. She was born in 1899 and died in 1982.
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