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Sr. Josephine Apiagyei, far right, speaks at an April 25 forum at Georgetown
University in Washington. The panel also included, from left: Sr. Jane Wakahiu,
moderator; Sr. Rosemary Nyirumbe; and Sr. Francisca Ngozi Uti. Sr. Hedwig Muse
was also on the panel but is not pictured. (GSR photo/Chris Herlinger)
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When asked recently at a Georgetown University forum what keeps her going,
Ugandan Sr. Rosemary Nyirumbe paused, then replied, "I get it from prayer and
coffee."

To that, she can now add "fellowship from nine other sisters," participants in the first
cohort of the Women in Faith Leadership Fellowship, a program with the aim of
raising "the visibility, vitality, and voice of Catholic sisters" as they respond to the
myriad challenges facing women religious leaders in African countries and the
communities they serve.

The April 25 forum, held on the Washington, D.C., campus of the famed Jesuit
university and sponsored by the Berkley Center for Religion, Peace, and World
Affairs, came amid two weeks of lectures and seminars for the sisters from Ghana,
Kenya, Nigeria, Tanzania and Uganda.

For Nyirumbe and the other sisters, "healing brokenness" and "sowing hope," as
Nyirumbe described it, are essential for what they do, and the fellowship is meant to
build on the sisters' demonstrated commitment to empowering girls and women in
their communities. 
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Sr. Francisca Ngozi Uti of Nigeria, center, makes a point during an April 25 forum at
Georgetown University. She is flanked by Ugandan Srs. Rosemary Nyirumbe, left, 
and Sr. Hedwig Muse. All are participants in the first cohort of the Women in Faith
Leadership Fellowship, a jointly-sponsored program whose aim is to raise “the
visibility, vitality and voice of Catholic sisters.” (Courtesy of Georgetown University)

 

It is also meant to expand visions. As the initiative focuses on such themes as
religion and gender equality, it also emphasizes the role of religion and development
and humanitarian work. During the fellowship, the sisters also met with Georgetown
scholars of various disciplines, Washington-based policymakers, and officials from
groups that included Catholic Relief Services, the United States Institute of Peace,
the World Bank and the United States Agency for International Development. 

The sisters also met with Sr. Simone Campbell, the former executive director of the
Catholic social justice advocacy group Network.
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The two weeks at Georgetown, which started April 15 and ended April 29, is only one
part of the program. Later this year, the sisters will participate in the international
Women Deliver Conference in Kigali, Rwanda, in July and return to the United States
to attend events related to the annual United Nations General Assembly meetings in
September.

At the end of the program, after the U.N. General Assembly, the 10 fellows will each
undertake a capstone project with a focus on a personal or leadership goal that
connects with immediate issues of ministerial concern, such as child marriage or pay
equality for women.

The sisters will work with scholars they met at Georgetown, said panel moderator Sr.
Jane Wakahiu, a Little Sister of St. Francis of Kenya, associate vice president of
program operations and head of the Catholic Sisters Initiative at the Conrad N. Hilton
Foundation, one of the funders of the fellowship program. (The Hilton Foundation is
the primary funder of Global Sisters Report.)
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