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The hands of Pope Francis, holding a rosary, are seen as he lies at rest in his coffin in
the chapel of his residence, Casa Santa Marta, at the Vatican April 21, 2025.
(CNS/Vatican Media)
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The Catholic Church is in mourning.

Catholics around the world expressed their sadness and non-Catholics sent their
condolences upon hearing the news of Pope Francis' death at age 88 on Easter
Monday.

Catholic bishops, priests and religious, intellectuals, activists, organizational leaders,
as well as politicians, religious leaders, global organizations and more issued
statements and wrote social media posts reflecting on the legacy of the first Jesuit
pope who as an Argentine was also the first pontiff from the Americas.
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"Pope Francis will long be remembered for his outreach to those on the margins of
the Church and of society,” said Archbishop Timothy Broglio, president of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops.

In a prepared statement, Broglio said that Francis, who was elected pope in March

2013 after Pope Benedict XVI's surprise resignation, "renewed for us the mission to
bring the Gospel out to the ends of the earth and offer divine mercy to all.”

American cardinals Blase Cupich of Chicago, Timothy Dolan of New York, Joseph
Tobin of Newark, New Jersey and Robert McElroy of Washington D.C., released their
own statements expressing both sorrow and gratitude for Francis' 12-year papacy.

"The finest memorial we can offer is to re-form our hearts as Pope Francis asked —
to see our brothers and sisters, to listen to them and to offer our prayers and actions
that all may experience the fullness of God's promise,” Cupich said.
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Thousands of people gather in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican to pray the rosary
for the repose of the soul of Pope Francis April 21, 2025, the evening of his death.
(CNS/Lola Gomez)
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Tobin described Francis as "a man of deep faith, profound humility, and unshakable
hope — a servant whose tireless call to care for the poor and the marginalized will
continue to inspire the Church for generations to come."

Dolan, who was criticized for his comments in February suggesting then that Francis
was near death, said on April 21 that it was appropriate that the pope's last public
appearance occurred on Easter Sunday as Christians the world over celebrated the
resurrection of Jesus.

"He touched us all with his simplicity, with his heart of a humble servant,” Dolan
said.

McElroy, meanwhile, said that Francis' vision of a synodal church would stand as "an
enduring legacy of Pope Francis in his fidelity to the Second Vatican Council and its
call to preach the Gospel in the modern world.”

Our Lady of Apostles Sr. Mary Barron, president of the International Union of
Superiors General, said in a statement that the organization stands "united in
mourning this immense loss with the global Catholic community — a loss not only for
our religious communities but for the entire world."

"Pope Francis's life was a radiant testimony of service, humility, mercy, and a
profound love for all of creation,” Barron said. "His enduring commitment to
inclusivity, justice, and care for those rejected by society, those who struggle on the
margins, has deeply inspired us to live more fully the Gospel call to love and
service."
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Cardinal Pietro Parolin views the body of Pope Francis in a wooden coffin in the
chapel of the pope's residence, Casa Santa Marta, at the Vatican April 21, 2025.
Parolin, one who is seen as a potential next pope, served as Pope Francis' secretary
of state. (CNS/Vatican Media)



