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Recently, I went to liturgy at an abbey. It was a wondrous structure where, upon
entering the body of the church, your eyes immediately lifted to the heavens. The
priest was dwarfed by the upward movement of the architecture. I breathed deeply,
caught in memories of being in the medieval cathedrals of Europe; amazing
structures representing the work of human hands over generations, decades, even
centuries, creating a psalm to glorify a God far above the earth, residing in another
place named heaven, often pictured as sitting on a throne. Creating such a distance
between God and us was intimidating, keeping one in one’s place, just like the
societal structures of those centuries.

That day, however, was different. I continued to gaze upwards beyond the ceiling
and imagined being on a trajectory into space beyond the boundaries of our planet.
Having just seen the movie "Project: Hail Mary," it wasn’t too difficult to envision the
galaxies, planets and millions of stars that enfold us. I always feel such awe and a
sense of presence when I am under the night sky, especially away from all the
ambient light of the city.
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